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sir, we’ve finished 
checking the last campus 
recruit’s folder. Home? 

Yes, Valsan. 
Get your stuff. 
I’ll drop you. 

Did I miss a recruit, 
sir? Why are you 
still working? 

I just received the strangest 
complaint, regarding John Paul 

who works in sales. 

Apparently 
not everyone 
shares your 
views about 

him. 

John Paul? The ever-smiling, 
always helpful John Paul? 

Everyone loves him! 

A few minutes later… 

it was a late tuesday night at ABSLAMC’s mumbai headquarters... 
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What are you 
talking about, sir? 

We have no customers 
called Anita Lokahndwala, 

sir. Can you belie-WHAT? John Paul 
would never do 

something like this! 

Did you go through 
our customer 

records already? 

I know, Valsan. 

I received a weird e-mail 
from a customer called Anita 

Lokhandwala. She’s alleging that 
John Paul misbehaved with her 
during a recent client meeting.

No, Valsan. I know because 
I just got an email from 

a Lekha Trivedi about John. 

She’s threatening to file 
a police complaint unless 
we sack him immediately.

Hmm, it might be a 
misunderstanding. Let’s 
deal with it tomorrow.

I don’t understand. Was 
there another complaint? 

The next day…
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Ha! Clearly she has no idea who 
she’s dealing with. What now?

Well done, Valsan. Continue 
like this and you’ll have 

my job one day. 

And all the pressure that 
comes with it? No thanks. 

Same complaint, different 
alias. Our victim wants 
to stay anonymous. She 
doesn’t trust anyone. 

I need you to go through 
John’s client list. Pick 
two female clients at 
random and call them.

I get it. you want to see 
if John ever misbehaved 

with anyone else? 

Want to know the 
best part? She wants 

me to fire John 
without conducting 

an investigation. Just 
on her word! 
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Later that day…

I spoke to… oh hello, sir! 

You were 
saying, Valsan?

Valsan, you know our group 
CEO, Mr. Sanjay Sawant. 

The situation 
has gotten 
worse over 

here…

I spoke to two of John’s 
clients and both of 

them only had excellent 
things to say about him.

As per the string of non-stop expletive 
emails, I’m a man with no shame apparently, 

and deserve to be fired too. The emails 
are now being looped to Sanjay as well.

Devlok, you’re saying 
that this John 

fellow is innocent?

Sir, I’ve asked the 
IT department to 

look into the source 
of the emails. Let’s 
see what they say. 

I’m not saying that yet 
but my gut tells me he is. 

Keep me informed. If this 
boy did it, we have to take 

the strictest action! 
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Later that night…

The next morning... 

Huh! 

Everything 
okay, Valsan?

Yes, yes. Just going 
to get a cigarette. 

You may not have noticed, 
sir, but I’m also marked 

on the emails now. 
Sir, I’m marked 
on the emails!

Valsan, Sanjay 
replied to the email 

sent by our… 

Supposed victim? 
I know, sir. 

Those will kill 
you, Valsan. 

Not unless these 
emails beat them to it! 

Sanjay shouldn’t have 
interfered in this! The girl 

claims to have already 
spoken to the police. 

I know, Valsan. Do you 
want some kind of prize to 

commemorate your inclusion? 
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Sir, I’m marked 
on the emails!

What are you going 
on about like a stuck 

recorder for?

Not just me. The 
last email has 

every single head 
of the company 

marked in it.

Go on... 

Sir, you’re the HR head and 
Sanjay the CEO. I understand 
marking you two but why me? 

“if you go through the miailing list, This person has marked the heads and deputy heads of every department. 
She’s even marked the group chairman and his P.A.! how does she know our company structure so well?”
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i don’t know! It’s not 
like we give a manual 

out with all the details…

... unless It’s an 
inside job and 

Someone’s trying 
to get John fired!

Where are 
we going, sir?

I think it’s 
time we finally 
spoke to John.

Unless…

That’s a very good 
observation, valsan! 
where do you think 
she figured that 

out from?

Sometime later…
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“John was a tall lanky boy that always had a smile on his face and a bounce in his step…  

“However, today, that smile was nowhere to be found…”

I swear I 
never ever 
misbehaved 
with anyone!

Calm down, John. 
We don’t think 

you did it.

Um... no, sir. I try 
to get along with 
everyone here.

Yep. Don’t let this get 
you down. You’re doing 

great work, son. 

What we want to know is, 
can you think of anyone that 

would want to harm you?

If you remember anything, please 
let Valsan or me know immediately. 

Don’t worry, John. 
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And?

I wanted to see 
for myself how he 

reacted to the email.

All we know that the mails haven’t 
come from AB CORP’s servers. 

We have two options, 
Valsan. One, we go the 
cyber cell route and 
let them handle it...

And the 
other option?

For actual locations, we will have to 
file a complaint with the cyber cell. 

We solve it ourselves. I have a plan. 
It’s a bit of a gamble but it might 

flush out our mystery mailer.

So should we file 
the case then?

He’s innocent. His face gave me 
all the answers I need. Now 

let’s find out who is behind it. 

I spoke with the IT 
department. They 

weren’t able to get 
much information.

What was that 
about, sir?
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Later that day… 

Huh? This is 
unexpected. 

Yes, John. 
What’s up?

What is 
it, John?

I just remembered 
something strange that 
happened last week. I 

forgot to tell the both 
of you about it earlier. 

“You see, sir, all of us sales people keep individual folders with details about our clients. You know visiting 
cards, addresses, and personal numbers, that sort of stuff.
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Sir, this is a complete 
shot in the dark. I have 
no proof that he did it. 

It’s just a hunch.

Manav, sir. Manav 
Mangeshkar. We 
had worked on 
some clients 

together. 

Er... now that i 
think about it, I’m 

probably wrong, sir. 
I probably misplaced 
my files somewhere. 

Stolen? By 
who?

Who is it, 
John?

Hmmm, 
okay.

“Since last week, I haven’t been able to find mine. I thought I had misplaced it somewhere. 
but after what devlok sir told me in the morning, I think it might have been stolen.”

“He had issues regarding the commission post one of our 
sales meets. I told him he could keep the entire commission 
since I already achieved half my targets. He’s just joined 

recently, so I figured he could use the boost.”

ADITYA BIRLA

129



It’s just ... that’s 
the only altercation 
I could think of in 

my time here. 

Manav’s a good guy, sir. 
Forget I said anything at 
all. Sorry for disturbing 

you. Bye, sir.

He’s a new joinee, 
sir. Just completed 
two months in fact.

He’s a mess 
but he might 

be on to 
something. 

Yes, sir. He 
suffers from 

epilepsy. 

Manav Mangeshkar? 
I know that name...

Ah, yes, I remember him. 
This is the boy who had 
fainted in the office and 

scared everyone. 

Plus, we 
finally have 

a name. 

The next morning... 
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What do you think 
of Manav, Valsan?

However, what?

He’s a bright 
fellow, sir. He’s 
already netted 
a few clients. 

However... 

The clients he netted are 
the same he was working 

with John to crack.

What’s their relationship 
like? Usually our sales 

guys never share clients.

His senior?

That’s what I thought 
as well. That’s why 
I brought you both 

their files today. 

Manav and John went to 
the same college. Manav 

was John’s senior. 
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Yep, senior. Manav 
was working 

somewhere else 
before he joined 

us here.

I know where 
you are going 

with this, sir. But 
there’s one issue.

What 
is it?

If Manav performs well; 
he’ll be promoted in 
no time. So he has no 

reason to sabotage John. 

I’m all ears! 

Interesting and now 
Manav is taking orders 

from his junior.

You’re right. Maybe jealousy 
is too flimsy a motive. 

Anyway, it’s time 
we start on the 

plan I was talking 
about yesterday. 

“It’s simple, really. First, you are going to talk to John’s superior, Mr. Amar Singh, about the incident...
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Good work back 
there, Amar. You 

missed your calling 
as an actor! 

You’re sure the 
cyber cell isn’t 

involved already?

Not yet. But if this gambit 
doesn’t yield the desired 
results, we really won’t 

have other options.

Yeah, sure. 
Why not? 

...so right now, the cyber cell 
is looking into the matter and 
have assured us they will find 
the culprit within the week. it 
is in his or her best interest 
to Come clean now. otherwise, 

we will be pushing for the 
maximum punishment as by law. 

“Next, you’re going to ask him to brief his team on the incident. He is also to call out 
the perpetrator and give him a chance to confess. Of course, we were going to take 
some liberties with the truth to add some more pressure on the mystery mailer....”
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Oh God! I hope whoever 
is doing this gets the 

hint and stops! 

You have something 
for me already? 

It’s not what 
you think. It 
may actually 
be nothing. 

Yes!

Do you know a 
Manav Mangeshkar?

Thanks, Amar. Keep me 
informed if anything 

else crops up. 

There’s a name that 
keeps coming up! 

Manav had another fainting spell 
about ten minutes after the 

briefing in the morning. I sent 
him home for the day immediately, 

but later, I got thinking and I 
just thought you should know.

Keep me posted, 
Amar. Good luck.

Later that day... 
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It could 
be a coincidence 

but Manav’s 
timing is quite 

suspicious. 

I must talk to 
Devlok about 

this immediately. 

Dear everyone, 
I am first of all sorry that I sent 
all these e-mails. I love John Paul 
with my heart but he has gone to 
some other girl, leaving me. My 
name is Roshni Sundardas and I 
studied with John Paul in college. 
After he broke up with me, I wanted 
to take revenge and spoil his name. 
I realize now that it was wrong on

Valsan, you have 
to see this.

Sir, I... 
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So what do 
you think? I know.

Always. 

So do we drop 
the matter?

To be honest, I don’t 
know. All this trouble 

over a break-up? That’s true. Well, if the 
mails stop, I guess we can 
close the case. You want 

to get some coffee?

I have heard worse 
stories, sir.

okay, sir. 

There’s John. This 
last email is really 
bothering me. Let’s 

talk to him. 

I don’t know, sir. It 
feels... anti-climactic.
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Hello, sir! 
Break-up, sir?

Tell me something, 
John, did you have a bad 

break-up in college?

I know what 
relationships are, 

sir. I was confused 
for another reason.

You know, girlfriends, 
relationships, break-ups.

I never had a girlfriend 
in college! 

What is it?

John! over 
heRE! Come 
sit with us! 
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Come with 
us, John. 

Immediately! 

Relieved for 
obvious reasons 

but confused 
because I don’t 
know any Roshini. 

She mentioned a Facebook 
profile. Maybe we should 

check that out?

Brilliant idea, 
Valsan. Let’s do 
it right away. 

I’m both 
relieved and 
confused, sir. 

 So John, as you can see. There is 
no longer any accusation against 

you. It’s all been retracted.

You will find out 
soon enough. 

What’s going 
on, sir?

Sometime later… 
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Ten minutes later...

well, her 
profile photo is 
definitely fake.  

John, do you 
recognize anyone on 

her friends list?

Yes. Ravi Sinha. Ravi’s 
my batch mate.

but that’s not unusual. A lot of people 
have photos of celebs as their profile pic!

Absolutely, sir! 
I had to know 
everyone in my 

batch. I was the 
batch rep in the 
college council.

Right away. 

And you’re sure there was 
no Roshini in your batch?

Could you call 
this Ravi and ask 
him how and why 
this person is on 
his friend list?

So what did 
he say?
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He doesn’t know her. He got 
the request a week back. He 

accepted it because he thought 
the name was... er ... “attractive”. OH! That’s all?

What is it?

No, sir. There’s more. 
I asked him to look at 
her profile properly. 

There’s no activity on her Facebook 
profile at all. No statuses, photo 

albums, comments, nothing! 

There’s no 
ex-girlfriend. It’s 

a fake profile.

That confirms what 
I was thinking then. 

And what 
exactly 
is that?

What he found out 
was quite weird. 
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later...

Sir, if it’s a fake profile, 
that means there’s no 

ex girlfriend. 

Sir, I think Manav is behind this. 
Like I mentioned before, he fainted 
just after Amar briefed him and 

the rest of the sales team. 

Ah! You think he 
fake-fainted, so he 
could go home and 

send the email?

It’s possible. but we don’t 
have any hard evidence to 

prove it’s him.

Yes, don’t you?

So we know the email did not come 
from the company’s servers. That 
means Manav had to pretend to be 
Roshini from outside the office.

Correct. Which means we still 
don’t know who was trying to 

sabotage John’s career. 

So?
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You’re right, sir. We can’t simply 
go to his house and ask him nor 

can we check his emails. 

So what’s the plan, sir? 

Neelesh who works in the 
group chairman’s office?

Yes. Did you know Neelesh is an 
alumnus of John and Manav’s 
college? I did some digging. 

You know Neelesh 
Roy, right?

No! But there might be 
something else we can do! 

What is that? 

that evening...

it’s a long shot but 
it just might work! 
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Oh! okay... 

He’s super senior to them 
of course; he passed out 

over ten years back.

I’m not getting 
where you’re 

going with this. 

Okay, sir. If 
you say so! 

Devlok 
definitely had 

something up his 
sleeve. I’m just 
now sure what 

it is.

I’ve asked Neelesh to meet Manav tomorrow for 
dinner. You and I are going to gatecrash that dinner.

I spoke to Neelesh today 
and told him everything. 

Turns out he’s quite 
close to Manav. 
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you think this 
will work, sir?

we’ll see soon 
enough. Let’s go 
in. Not kind to 

make people wait. 

What is 
Devlok up to? 

Oh, hello, Devlok sir. 
Mr. Roy didn’t tell 

me you were coming. 

so you guys already know 
manav. that’s great! This is 

Manav’s wife, Sandhya.

Not yet. I’m in touch with the cyber cell. 
They’ve apparently triangulated the 

position to somewhere in Thane.
So, Devlok, any word on 

our mystery emailer yet?

Just decided to pop in. 
Mind if we have a seat?

The next night...
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There’s this person who’s been 
sending anonymous e-mails, 

alleging one of our staffers had 
misbehaved with them. 

Turns out it was just 
an ex-girlfriend trying 
to get her ex-boyfriend 

in trouble. 

Doesn’t end there. We also received 
a retraction and an apology. 

But that ex-girlfriend was a fake profile 
too. So we have no clue who is behind it all! 

Oh my! That’s horrible. 

oh my god! really?

What’s going on, Neelesh? 

Devlok, 
you smart 

man. You know 
very well that 
Manav lives in 

Thane!
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The group chairman is absolutely 
livid. He wants the culprit to get the 

maximum punishment possible. 

Why do you ask, Sandhya? 
Why would Manav have 

anything to do with this?

Come on, Manav. 
I know it’s you. 
I CAN SEE IT ON 

YOUR FACE! 

Come on, Manav! What 
did you do this time?

Because this 
isn’t the first 
time things 

like this have 
happened around 

offices where 
Manav works. 

Do you have anything 
to do with this, Manav?

Oh really?
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Fine! I did it! 
It was me! 



I didn’t think... 
I didn’t ... I’m 

sorry.

If you sign here, 
that will be all. 
Your resignation 

will be final. 

Don’t worry, manav. We’ll 
help you get through this. 

I couldn’t stand that John, john, my 
junior, was making more money than 

me. I had to sabotage his career.

The next day... 
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I still can’t wrap 
my head around 
it. manav’s motive 
seems so silly. 

Remember Occam’s 
razor, Valsan. Sometimes, 
the simplest answer is 

the right one.

You weren’t wrong 
about John. He really 

is a stand up guy! After 
everything manav did, 
john was still trying 

to comfort him! 

later... 
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When a series of emails, accusing 
a young sales associate of sexual 
harassment, start flooding the inboxes 
of everyone at ABSLAMC, it’s up to HR 
head Devlok and his deputy Valsan to 
track down the source and find out the 
truth! What follows is a crazy tale of 
multiple identities, heartbreak, and 
deep-seated jealousy! Who knew 
life in human resources could be so 
nail-bitingly exciting?!


